NDALIK 


_ AND SAKHU 


Twice а year on the Ekadashis of the mohths of Ashadh 
(ground August) and Kartik (around April), pilgrims 
from far and near come to Pandharpur, a famous pilgrim 
centre in Maharashtra, known for its Vithoba temple. 
These pilgrims are called 'Varkaris' and their pilgrimage 
—a Мап" 


The deity of the temple, Vithoba, also called Vithal ог 
Panduranga by his devotees at Pandharpur, is none 
other than Shri Vishnu or Krishna. 


Pundalik was the man who caused Sri Vishnu to stay 

at Pandharpur. People are so grateful to Pundalik that 

they visit his Samadhi (which is about a furlong away 

from the temple), before they seek the blessings of 
ithal 


Saint Sakhu was a great devotee of Panduranga 
and is a well-known saint of Maharashtra. 


Itis believed that she was staying in Karhad near 
the confluence of the rivers, Krishna and Koyna, 
where stands to this day а built-up embankment 
named after her.. She probably lived during the time 
of the first Peshwa of the Marathas. 


Her silent suffering and her unflinching devotion 
for Panduranga have endeared her to every Maha- 
rashtrian. 
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ROUOHT UP WITH GREAT LOVE 
5 НЕ GREW OLDER, 


AS, WE BELIEVED THAT 7 
NO! гу 
AGAIN ! 10 
HAVE ANY 
WITH МЕ NOV 


| Live 
\ WHY THINK 
мо 


ere 


> го MAKING 
PLEASE LEND ME AN | MISERABLE 
LITTEE RICE. | WILL | а = А. ое THEM. 
RETURN IT TO YOU 1 
| AS SOON AS | CAN. y 


ANY LONGER.IT 15 BETTER 
ле THAN TO HAVE ТО / 15 


Ақ. 
А 


2 


MOTHER, LET | МО, МУ CHILD, YOUR PLACE 
15 Ву YOUR HUSBAND. 
ERVE HIM үй 
ме 
өп 


ALITTLE LATER) PUNDALIKS ЕТИК 


NOBODY WANTS TO, 
HELP US. 


EVEN HIS FRIENDS AVOIDED HIM, 
NOW THAT НЕ HAD NO MONEY. 


IAM SORRY, 


PUNDALIK. | MYSEL 


AM IN NEED 
ог MONEY. 


Li 


REFLLY CARED FOR 
ME.AND | HAVE 
DRIVEN THEM 


Away! 
А, 

>, 
ም 


TAM A SINNER. У 

BROUGHT NOTHING 

вит MISERY ТО, 
MY PARENTS. Ј 
WILL GOD EVER 


1 TOO WILL GO TO KASHI 
AND PURIFY MYSELF 
IN THE SACRED GANGA, 

| WILL REFORM كر‎ 
MYSELF. WILL 
STOP GAMBLING, 
AND START 


Е FOREST. 


TAN TIRE! 
HUNGRY. се 


THEY SPRINKLED SOME 
6 ОМ THE GROUND... 


WHEN, HAVING ГЕНЕР THEIR 
WORK, THE LADIES BEGAN ТО 
RETRACE THEIR STEPS - 


50,25 THEY CAME 
THEY MUST BE GODDESSES | | NEARER, PLINDALIK 


STEPPED FORWARD. 


STAND IN OUR WAY! YOU 
ARE ONE OF THE WORST 
SINNERS IN THE WORLD. 


Ел 


እን м 
me ER 
Vg & + 
In RIVER 


AFTER THEY LEFT, PUNDALIE WENT AND 
SAT PATIENTLY IN FRONT OF THE SAGE 
WHO WAS STILL DEEP IN MEDITATION. 


AS THE FIRST RAYS OF DAWN BRIGHTENED 
THE БЕУ, KUKKUT OPENED MS EYES. 


ማሰ miseRABLe 


PUNDALIE COULD HARDLY SPEAK. 
BUT WITH HIS GREAT YOSIC POWERS, 
THE SAGE CAME TO KNOW EVERYTHI 


NOW, NOW, CALM 
== DOWN.YOUR 
БА SINS HAVE ALL 
| SEEN WASHED 
AWAY WITH 
SOUR. TEARS OF 
TRUE REPENT- 


¡ROT FIND YOUR 
PARENTS, BEG FOR 
THEIR FORGIVENESS 
ANID SERVE THEM WITH 


DEVOTION. THEN 
WORSHIP THE LORD. 


WITH THE SAGES BLESSINGS, PUNDALIK HURRIED BACK 
то HIS WIFE. WHO HAD JUST WOKEN UP FROM HER SLEEP. [A 


7 WHERE WERÊ Y come ON,WE MUST 
FIND MY PARENTS 
до SOON A9 POSSIBLE, 


НЕ WAS NO LONGER INTERESTED IN THE PILGRIMAGE 
TRACE HIS FAR 


GOD BLESS YOU, SON. 
TODAY YOU HAVE MADE US 
| TRULY HAPPY COME, ЕТ 
чә GO TO KASHI,AND 
OFFER OUR PRAYERS THERE, 


THEY OFFERED 
PRAYERS AT THE. 
TEMPLES THERE, 


THEN THEY TRAVELLED 
SOUTH то PANDHARPUR... 


WHERE PUNDALIE 


BUILT A SMALL HUT. 
FOR THEM TO STAY. 


| በ ІШІ 


ШІ | 


HE SERVED MIS PARENTS WITH SIN 
ИМОЕО DEVOTION AND RESPECT. 


О READ SOME HOLY 80% 
AND MEDITATED ON LORD 


ONE AFTERNOON, AS PUNDALIK WAS. 
BUSY PRESSING HIS FATHER'S FEET, 
| عم‎ HEARD SOMEONE COLL. Т 
WON'T YOU 
ASK ME INS, 


UP TO 
WELCOME YOU ‚LEST, | 
1 DISTURB МУ FATHER’S, 0 
SLEEP. BUT COME IN, Д | | HAVE А DECENT 
му LORD, ሪ PLACE FOR YOU 
ҚТ то str! PLEASE Д 


ДЕ | me es vas 


BRICK, MY 


У PUNDALIK, | ጸለለ 

7 PLEASED BY YOUR 
DEVOTION TO YOUR: 
NTS.ASK FOR 


MY LORD. REMAIN STANDING HERE 
FOREVER. AND BLESS ALL THOSE 
WHO СОМЕ ТО SEE YOU. 


| 


PUNDALIE WAS VERY HAPPY. SO WERE ALL THE PEOPLE: 
OF THE TQWN . THEY BUILT A BEAUTIFUL TEMPLE FOR 

VITHOBA* THIS TEMPLE STANDS TO THIS DAY 
ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER CHANDRABHAGA. 


AND FROM THAT DAY ONWARDS; EVERYBODY 
LOOKED UPON PUNDALIK WITH GREAT кезі 
AND ADMIRATION, AS THE MAN WHO 
BROUGHT THE LORD TO PANDHORPUR. 


A CORRUPTION OF THE WORD VISHNUBA. THe SUFFIX BS ANY HONORIF 
KRISHNA AS 15 WELL KNOWN, 15 AN INCARNATION OF VISHNU. 


[EVEN WHILE DOING 
| HER DAILY CHORES, 


ү USED ТО CHANT. 


IN HER DEVOTION. ЭО, THOUGH SHE SAT BEFORE HIS IDOL 


[Hee SISTER IN-LAW AND HER MOTHERIN-LAW HAD NO FAITH 
ONLY AFTER SHE HAD FINISHED ALL OTHER WORK- 


MOTHER, АКНИ WASTES 
HER TIME IN OFFERING 
РАЈА AND PRAYERS;AND 
| HAVE TO DO ALLTHE WORK, 


YOU FOOL! WHO DO You 
THINK 15 GOING ТО 
FINISH ALL THE WORK? 

15 YOUR. PANDURANG, 
= GOING TO COOK 
AND CLEAN 


1 WILL THROW HIM 
OUT OF THIS 
HOUSE ‚THE 
NUISANCE! 


MOTHER! 


LORD, GIVE ME THE 


THEY CONSTANTLY NAGGED HER AND EVEN 


(THIS INJUSTICE. 


DO YOU CALL THIS ሰ MEAL? 

THE VEGETABLE TASTES LIKE 

MUD. AND THE PLATE? 

ҮГӨ FILTHY. SOU SHALL NOT 
HAVE ANY 

FOOD TODAY. 


ONCE WIEN SARH WAS FETCHING WATER TRON! THE RIVE! 


A DINDI * ON Те WAY ТО РРУРНВЕРИК PASSED ВУ. 
АН „МУ HEART | 
ACHES ТО 
ኢ JOIN THEM. 


JAI JAI VITHAL! 
HALL 


INDURANG HARI! 
\SUDEv HARI! 


// 5220) 
(5 AND DANCING ON A PILGRIMAGE. 


* A GROUP OF PILGRINS, SINGIN 


кни ( ON 81 
ТО PANDHARPUR 
ITH В DINDI. 


Ё ІШ 
=> 7 


SAKIN DECIDED ТО ФЛЕ IN ТО THE DEEP. са የ 


/D SPORE ТО HER NEIGHBOUR: 
PLEASE GOTO MY MOTHER-IN-LAW 
AND TELL HER THAT ГАМ ON ММ WAN 


C 


| У ዝሮ HER ТО 
| тне PILLAR ANI 
ПА 5ፐፎህሮ HER. 


THE TIME TO о мусово ү 
& WORSHIP HIM NOW. PANDURANG, 


SUDDENLY 


AS SHE CLOSED HER EYES, SHE SAW 
PANDURANG AND RUKMINI IN HER. 

NO! CAN IT ВЕ TRUE? MINDS EYE. pap 

| САМ SEE HIM BEFORE 

MY EYES EVEN ЧО) 


MEANWHILE, MILLIONS OF DEVOTEES HAD GATHERED IN 
PANDYARPU2.THE TOWN WAS FILLED WITH THE CHANTING 
AND DANCING ОҒ THE DEVOTEES, INCLUDING THOSE FROM, 
KARHAD. 


POOR эвкни. SHE) / MAY PRNDURANG 
ERASE НЕК FROM 
HER PLIGHT 


Кт ВЕ FEEL 


INSIDE THE TEMPLE, PANDURANG И, [it 15 закни.1мизт 
BECAME RESTLESS. RURMIN HIS = А 
| CONSORT, QUESTIONED HM . USS 
WHAT 16 WORRYING 

YOU, MY LORD ኛ 


AT MIDNIGHT, PANDURANG LEFT HIS. 
AKHU IN КВЕНАО. 


ا 


37 TLL TAKE HER 198 | PANDURANG TOOK THE 
PLACE AND STAY FORM OF A WOMAN AND 
SE. АЩ | STOOD BEFORE SAKHU. 


GO ТО PANDHARPUR.. 


PLL TAKE убие, > 
PLACE TILL Е 
NOU RETURN. = = 


= 


пн, MY FRIEND, | CANNOT Ж [AFTER ЭАЕНИ WENT. OUT, PINDURANG 
THANK YOU ENOUGH. ONCE AGAIN CHANGED HIS FORM = 
THIS TIME;TO LOOF LIKE SAME, 


| WONDER WHO THE ©0054 
WOMAN WAS. BECAUSE OF 


HER, AT LAST 1 WILL BE 
ABLE TO SEE PANDURANO 
> WITH му OWN EYES. 


MEANWHILE, AT HOME, FOR SOME REASON መጋር ያው TAM HAPPY 
HUSBAND WAS SUDDENLY FILLED WITH COMPASSION, You HAVE 


SET we HAVE TREATED COME ТО МЕ. 
| = 
|| 


YOU BADLY. WILL. 


120 кот мен 
то LIVE ANY 
LONGER. 


WHY, THIS 15) 
OUR АКНИ, 


FROM KARHAD! 


BEING A GOOD MAN HE ARRANGED FOR HER CRE 


© CREMATION AND LAST RIES. 
SHE WAS CREMATED ON THE SANDY BANKS OF CHANDRABHAGA. 


PANDURANG HARI! 
VASUDEV HARI! 


хоу 


ТЕҢ 


МА JAI VITHAL! 
JAI HARI VITHALL А 
IE / 


1 


SAKHU HAS BEEN 
CREMATED. IF 
SHE DOES NOT 
RETURN ТО KARHAD, 
WHO'LL FREE MY 
HUSBAND 2 HOW 


Еј 
Я 


50 RUKMINI BROUGHT SAKHLL BACK ТО LIFE. | | 
Nag, | RETURN то your) 
222ү PLACE AMONG 


[SKU JOINED THE PILGRIMS ON THEIR RETURN JOURNEY то KARHAD. | 


NOW | MUST FREE 
THE GOOD WOMAN 
WHO RELIEVED МЕ. 


ነጃ 


NEAR ТИЕ BRNEOR THE REVI ረመ wo > 
тие АА 


THE WOMAN" WHO HAD SE SHE ВЕ? 


1 HAD BROUGHT THIS WATER РОТ за 
FROM YOUR HOME . PLEASE TAKE, 


р" 
Я 
ZA Уто Пе 


45, олени WAS ABOUT TO ENTER HER HOME, THE 5000 ВЕРНЫМ 
WHO HAD CREMATED HER SAW HER AND WAS SHOCKED. үш 


= | 
SHE REALLY, ПА 
> 

А И 


* BECAUSE ,PANDURANG HAD AGAIN CHANGED HIS FORM. 


THE GOOD BRAHMAN FOLLOWED HER INTO THE HOUSE AND TOLD 
THE FAMILY THE WHOLE STORY OF መአ ሂያ VISIT ТО PANDHARPUR 
HER DEATH AT THE FEET OF PANDURANO. ВОН 

>= элкни DID 


|. АМО | CREMATED ў NOT 60 то 
HER WITH MY 
OWN HANDS! 


ӘВЕН TOLD THEM THAT | WHY, IT MUST HAVE 
SHE HAD GONE.THEN- | BEEN HIM. МУ OWN 
PANDURANG, WHO 

CAME TO ME AND SUCH ARE 
, TOOK MY PLACE THE WAYS OF 

WHEN | WENT! - THE LORD. 


HOW SHAMEFUL OF Y 
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